
FCPS World I SOL Standards: WHI 2c, 2d & 3b

Economic and Social Changes
Over time, the development of agriculture resulted in people creating permanent settlements. Ancient people started to 
domesticate animals (the cow and pig for example) and invent new tools, like the plow, which made farming easier. Since 
there was a surplus of food in the villages, many people could pursue other jobs. Some people became craftspeople and 
made pottery and wove cloth. Others became merchants and traded goods with other villages. The population of these 
villages began to increase which lead to a more prosperous economy. The villages expanded and became cities where 
the people had different levels of wealth and power.
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Early Cities
One of the oldest early cities found in the 
Middle East was Jericho. Jericho was located  
between what is now Israel and Jordan. This 
city dates back to 8000 B.C.E. Another early 
city found in the Middle East was Aleppo. 
Aleppo was located in present day Syria. The 
region that Jericho and Aleppo were located 
is called the Fertile Crescent. People moved 
to this area because of the fertile soil, which 
meant it was good for farming. Another ancient 
early city being studied by archaeologists is 
Çatalhӧyük. This settlement was formed during 
the Neolithic Era and was located in Anatolia 

Permanent Settlements Grow into  
Early Cities  (8000 B.C.E. - 4500 B.C.E.)
You Mean Cities Existed over 9,000 Years Ago? 

The Beginnings of a Civilization
Early cities became the starting place for civilizations. Characteristics of a civilization are:  advanced cities, specialized 
workers, complex institutions, record keeping, and advanced technology. A city is a place with a large population of people 

Stonehenge Wiltshire, England  
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or present day Turkey. Çatalhӧyük was home to around 6,000 people and they lived in simple mud-brick houses. Although not a 
city, an important archaeological site in Europe created during the Neolithic Era was Stonehenge. This prehistoric monument is 
located in England and Archaeologists believe it was built anywhere from 3000 B.C.E. to 2000 B.C.E.

Egyptian farmers working in the field during the 15th century B.C.E.  
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and is the center of trade. Merchants and other people of the city brought goods to the marketplace 
and traded with others. Since there was a surplus of food, this led to specialization of jobs. 
People could have another job  besides farming. There were artisans, who made goods by 
hand, teachers and priests. With the rise in population, government and other institutions like 
religion and an education system formed as there was a need for organization. As the economy 
became more complex, there came a need for record keeping. People called scribes became 
professional record keepers to keep track of payments and debts (money owed). The last  

Seated scribe with papyrus scroll   
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characteristic of a civilization is improved technology. As life in  
cities became more advanced, so did the tools making life easier 
for city dwellers. With inventions like the wheel and the plow,  
farmers could increase their crops. Irrigation was another  
development where farmers could now water their crops any  
time during the year. 
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Quick Review

2. What term best fits the description of  
life in Çatalhoyük written above?
A. government
B. cultural diffusion
C. religion
D. specialization of labor

3. Aleppo and Jericho are examples of two of the 
earliest cities and were constructed at which  
letter on the map above?1. The artifact above is a farmer using a 

plow. Which characteristic of a  
civilization includes this farming tool?

Key Vocabulary
Plow: agricultural tool used to break up the top 
layer of soil pulled by animals in ancient times 

Pursue: to seek out or attempt to do

Merchants: people involved in trade or 
commerce

Economy: the wealth and resources of a 
place (like a city or a country)

Fertile Crescent: an area of rich farmland in 
Southwest Asia, between the Persian Gulf and 
the Mediterranean Sea

Characteristics: special or unique quality 
belonging to a person, place or thing

Specialization: the development of skills in 
a particular kind of work, such as trading or 
record keeping

Institutions: a long-lasting pattern of organi-
zation in a community

Scribes: workers who make hand written cop-
ies of documents

Irrigation: bringing water to dry land by digging 
ditches or canals

Artisans: workers who make things by hand

Connection to Today
Cities were important to the development of a civilization. More people 
moved to cities because of the security. There was more food, more 
jobs, and less moving thus turning the cities into a civilization. 

What characteristics of a civilization do you see today in the  
United States? 

Which characteristic do you think is the most important to a civilization?

Resources
FCPS Databases (Marshall Cavendish Digital)
● Çatalhӧyük (http://www.marshallcavendishdigital.com/articledis-
playresult/17/4603/47160/srchsolr)

● Technologies in Ancient Civilizations (http://www.marshallcaven-
dishdigital.com/articledisplayresult/25/3641/36716)

Learn 360
● Stonehenge (http://goo.gl/6zPoV) 

A. Advanced Cities
B. Complex Institutions
C. Record Keeping
D. Advanced Technology

Source: http://www.marshallcavendishdigital.com/
articledisplay/17/4518/46542

Çatalhӧyük has grown to several thousand 
people who live in different parts of the 
village.  Artisans tend to live in their own 
neighborhood; potters in one, weavers in 
another, smiths in another.  The farmers live 
on the village’s edge near their fields.  On 
the day of rest, everyone meets in a central 
market to trade food, cloth, copper tools 
and other goods.

A. 1
B. 2
C. 3
D. 4
E. 5

4. Why did a system of record keeping develop  
in civilizations?  


